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In the absence of a livery agreement 
there is no automatic right to claim the 
horses or legally speaking no ‘right of 
lien’. Even had there been an agreement 
in place, a lien would not automatically 
enable the yard owner to sell the horses 
without taking the case through the 
courts and proving breach of contract.  
It would simply allow the horses to be 
retained until payment is made but 
would only be in force while the horses 
remained on the yard. If the owner 
removed them from the yard, the lien 
would no longer be enforceable. 

If the yard owner were to sell the 
horses without following the correct 
procedure through the courts, she could 
be exposing herself to criminal charges 
including theft. English law does not 
transfer ownership merely because 
someone falls behind on payments. 
There should always be an agreement in 
place including the ‘power of sale’ before 
such steps are taken. In the absence of 
any agreement the yard owner is limited 
in what she legally can do.

The RSPCA could of course be alerted 

to the condition the horses are kept in 
– yard owners have duty to ensure that 
the animals on their property are being 
cared for properly. The Animal Welfare 
Act says that owners are legally obliged 
to care for their horses properly. 

The RSPCA can serve an improvement 
notice on the owner advising of the 
improvements that must be made in 
relation to the care that the horse is 
receiving. If said notice is not complied 
with within the relevant time period 
action may be taken.

behaviour Feeding for oomph!

legal can yard owner take uncared for horses?

Q A woman at my yard 
keeps her horses stabled 

24/7 knee-deep in muck. She 
is in debt, but there’s no 
actual contract in place. Can 
the yard owner keep the 
horses until the debt is 
settled, or sell the horses on 
to recover her costs?

Has my horse  
got milk warts? Q I would like my Welsh 

sec D mare to have a bit 
more ‘oomph’ about her. She 
is fed a simple mix and chaff 
feed every night – is there 
anything I could change or 
add to her feed to make her 
more energetic?

Clare MacLeod
MSc RNutr is an independent 
equine nutritionist, visit  

www.equinenutritionist.co.uk
This is a commonly asked question, to 
which the answer is probably ‘no’. The 
most effective way to get your 
horse more energetic is to 
get her slimmer and fitter. 

In many cases where 
owners want more 
‘oomph’, their horses 
tend to be good 
doers who aren’t 
particularly 
enthusiastic about 
working and 
sometimes a little 
podgy. Increasing 
fitness will give her more 
energy, so this is the first 

area to consider. Then, losing weight 
could also help.

Do bear in mind, however, that  
your mare could be naturally low in 
expressed energy and you may have  
to consider this while schooling and 
working her. Trainers who use 
psychology can help with this aspect, 
such as a natural horsemanship expert. 

Finally, some horses do respond to 
starchy cereals in their diet with more 
exuberance, so you could try swapping 
the coarse mix to half a kilo of oats  
(with a pelleted balancer or multi-
vitamin and mineral supplement) or  
a racehorse-type mix (you’d also need a 
balancer or supplement because you’d 

be feeding less than the full 
recommended amount). 

Starchy cereals may 
cause a horse to become 

more reactive and 
spooky rather than 
simply more forward 
going so you need to 
take care with this 
option. Also, some 

horses don’t respond 
to the ‘heating’ effect 

of starchy cereals and 
will just store the extra 

energy as fat.

Q I have a young horse 
who has some small, 

greyish ‘warts’ on her 
muzzle. They don’t seem 
to bother her but they are 
unsightly. What could 
they be? A friend said 
they could be milk warts.

Tony Tyler is  
deputy chief executive  
of World Horse Welfare  

– see www.worldhorsewelfare.org
These could well be milk warts, 
which generally occur in horses that 
are less than 18 months old and 
normally disappear in time. They 
are caused by a virus and the 
condition can be passed from horse 
to horse. If they become infected 
they can cause problems and 
therefore I would advise getting 
your vet to have a look at them as 
there are other conditions, such as 
sarcoids, which can appear similar.

A livery agreement, signed 
by both parties, will help 
avoid disagreements
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