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My friend is planning to get a new false passport
QMy friend has a pink 

papered Westphalian 
who is 18, but she intends to 
‘lose’ the Society passport 
and apply for a new 
standard one, with a 
younger (and false) age for 
the horse – and then sell 
him on. What should I do?

Hanna Burton is a 
lawyer with Horse Solicitor, 
which specialises in  

serious injury cases. Visit  
www.horsesolicitor.com 
If your friend obtains a passport  
that contains false information and 
knowingly sells the horse on, a buyer 
would have a valid claim for fraudulent 
misrepresentation.  

A buyer is likely to ask your friend the 

horse’s true age and this will 
be verified by the 
passport. Given that a 
seller is not allowed 
to tell lies, the 
buyer’s case 
would be made on 
the enquires he 
made and the 
false assurance 
your friend 
intends to give in 
relation to the 
horse’s age. If it can be 
established that your 
friend has fraudulently 
misrepresented the true position the 
buyer is not likely to have any difficulty 
in establishing that he relied on her 
representations in the sense that he 
would not have bought the horse, had 
the true picture been given. 

Your friend could be liable for 
reimbursing the buyer for the horse 

and any associated costs. The 
legal costs alone can 

quickly escalate 
particularly if it got as 

far as a civil trial. 
The buyer would be 
entitled to instruct 
a solicitor on a 
no-win no-fee 
basis who would 

pursue your friend 
for the compensation 

owed in addition to 
the legal fees. 

Aside from a potential 
civil action, providing false 

information to a passport-issuing 
authority is an offence and could result 
in a fine or a conviction.

Making your friend aware of the 
potential consequences of her actions 
may be the best way forward. If this 
fails you could attempt to warn 
potential buyers or report her. 

Passports should 
verify the true age 

of a horse

FEEDing ShoulD i ChangE hiS DiEt with thE SEaSonS?

Q My 17-year-old gelding loses weight quickly. All winter he was fed conditioning cubes, 
sugar beet and chaff.  I’ve heard people say they feed sugar beet all year round but I’ve 

always regarded it as a winter feed, and gradually changed his conditioning cubes to a mix 
over the warmer months. Do I need to change his diet with the seasons?

Clare MacLeod
MSc RNutr is an independent 
equine nutritionist, visit www.

equinenutritionist.co.uk 
You don’t need to change the type of 
feed with the seasons, but if your horse 
is getting a great deal more grass in 
summer, then you’ll probably need to 
change the amount you feed. At some 

point you may need to cut out all extra 
hard feed if he gains too much weight. 

Sugar beet is a useful all-year-round 
feed, providing it’s fed within 24 hours 
of being soaked. It’s a favourite for 
stabled horses during winter because it’s 
high in water (after soaking), which 
balances out the dryness of hay – sugar 
beet’s approximately 85% water 

compared to grass at around 15%. This 
doesn’t mean it’s not suitable for 
summer use, however! 

Sugar beet is often underfed, and 
providing you use the unmolassed 
version, such as Speedibeet, Kwikbeet or 
Equibeet, you can feed up to 3kg dry 
weight (before soaking) per day to a 
500kg horse, split between three meals. 
Most owners feed nowhere near this, so 
have plenty of room for increasing it to 
boost calorie intake and help weight 
maintenance. 

Why not stick to the conditioning 
cubes, unmolassed sugar beet and, if 
you wish to add chaff, choose a 
nutritious version such as plain alfalfa or 
grass. Adjust the amounts according to 
your horse’s condition, and if he gets too 
fat in summer then drop the sugar beet 
and move to a high fibre lower energy 
cube, and reduce this as necessary. 

Remember to add a multi-vitamin and 
mineral supplement if you feed less than 
the full recommended amount of a cube 
or coarse mix.

top tip
For more advice on feeding your horse, 

see our feature on page 129

Weightape your 
horse regularly to 

make sure he’s 
staying at his 

optimum weight


