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Download a sample loan agreement 
template, for free, from the British  

Horse Society’s website – www.bhs.org.uk

100 your horse

Feeling a  
bit sweaty?

Hanna Burton
Lawyer with  
Horse Solicitor

You’re right to be keen to ensure  
a loan agreement is drawn up 
prior to your friend taking over 
responsibility of your pony, 
especially as having a dispute 
with a friend can often be more 
difficult than if you were to fall 
out with a complete stranger. 

A loan agreement avoids any 
future misunderstanding that 
may arise over issues such as 
payment of veterinary bills,  

terms of use and payment of 
insurance, etc.

You’re placing a great deal of 
trust in your friend by allowing 
her to take on your pony, and 
having the terms of the loan 
documented in writing will give 
you legal protection in addition to 
peace of mind. Plus, you’ll be able 
to refer to the loan agreement 
should a dispute arise. It should 
stipulate, for example, the 
standard of care that your friend 
should provide to your pony and 
the duration of the loan. 

If your horse is ridden regularly and working hard over 
winter, it’s a good idea to top up the vital minerals  

– or electrolytes – he’ll lose naturally through  
sweating. Salt is the most important of all the electrolytes – 

others include calcium, magnesium, phosphorous,  
chloride and potassium – and electrolyte supplements will 

contain a mix of some or all of these, usually  
in a powdered, liquid, paste or lick form. 

Ideally it’s best to give your horse access to a salt 
or electrolyte lick in his field or stable so he has free 

access to the minerals he needs on a daily basis. 
You can then give him added electrolytes after he’s 

exerted himself – after a day’s drag hunting or a 
long, fast ride, for example. If he won’t use a 

lick, you can add salt to his diet at a rate of 
around 25-30g a day for a 500kg horse. 

Most importantly, make sure he has 
access to clean water at all times.

A loan agreement will help 
give you peace of mind

Q&A
Advice to help you 
feed, manage and  

care for your horse
This month: loans, 

electrolytes, feeding 
for weight gain, and  

coping with filled legs

legal worry-free loan

Q I’m keen to get a loan agreement drawn up 
and signed before my friend takes over 

responsibility for our pony, but she’s laughed it off, 
saying we don’t need to be so formal. Should I press 
this matter and insist everything’s in writing?

Did you 
know?

Clinical signs of dehydration 

can include sunken eyes, 

depression, infrequent 

urination, poor  

performance and 

muscle cramps 


