
Care

your horse

 What should I do about his feathers
Q My horse, who lives out 

24/7, has scabs on the 
backs of his legs from his 
feathers. They don’t bother 
him but they can get a little 
out of control so I like to clip 
his feathers. However, if I 
clip his legs in winter this 
will make them more prone 
to mud fever so I don’t know 
what to do for the best.

Charlie Briggs says 
This is a tricky problem for 
you! I guess you need to 

decide which is the lesser of the two 
evils – scabby legs or mud fever.

Mud fever is a skin infection caused 
by bacteria that loves wet conditions 
and clipping his legs out should not 
necessarily increase his risk. Check his 

legs daily for signs of 
infection, such as small 
crusts or raised areas 
of hair. Don’t be 
tempted to 
over-wash or 
shampoo your 
horse’s skin if he’s 
not usually 
affected as this 
can remove the 
natural coat oils 
and make the legs 
more vulnerable to 
infection. It’s nigh on 
impossible to keep your 
horse’s legs dry all year round, but 
there are plenty of barrier creams 
available that may help repel moisture 
to some degree. You will need to apply 
barrier cream quite thickly for it to be 
effective. Some horse owners have 
success using turnout socks which 
protect the legs but cannot be left on 

24/7. If his legs are very wet 
and muddy, avoid simply 

hosing them off as this 
makes them even 

soggier without 
killing the bacteria. 

If you really need 
to wash his  
legs, use an 
antibacterial 

shampoo 
containing 

chlorhexidine and 
leave it on for 10 minutes 

to allow it to do its job, then 
dry the legs with a towel before 

applying a barrier cream again. 
Be aware that it’s not wise to apply a 

barrier cream to legs already affected 
with mud fever as this just seals the 
infection in. If your preventative 
measures don’t work, then you may 
need a vet to administer antibiotics  
to cure any infection.

legal He’s not what was advertised

Q I bought a pony for my three children to share. I was told he was suitable for novice 
riders, but he won’t hack out alone – he gets very nappy and rears which is not good 

with a five-year-old on board. The dealer keeps saying she hasn’t got room to take him  
back. Can I take her to court?

Hanna Campbell 
says
It appears you potentially have 

a case for misrepresentation. I note the 
dealer portrayed the horse as a novice 
ride but you don’t say if you have 
evidence of this in the form of an 
advertisement or the like. If you don’t, a 
witness statement from you, stating you 

wouldn’t have bought a pony who 
wasn’t represented as being safe for 
novice riders, may well be enough to 
convince the court that you were led to 
believe that the pony was suitable. 

The basic rule in English law is caveat 
emptor – let the buyer beware. It’s the 
purchaser’s job to exercise due diligence 
and ensure he’s getting what he’s paying 

for. However the seller is not entitled to 
misrepresent, in this case, the pony, to 
achieve a sale. 

In relation to taking the dealer to court 
the majority of claims settle out of court 
so hopefully a court hearing wouldn’t be 
necessary. You don’t state the value of 
the pony – if you paid in excess of £5,000 
you would be able to instruct a solicitor 
on a no-win no-fee basis providing the 
solicitor deemed you have above a 50% 
prospect of success. If the claim was 
successful you would be entitled to keep 
100% of your compensation and the 
solicitor would recover his/her costs 
from the other side. If you were 
unsuccessful, the solicitor would write 
off his/her costs and you pay nothing. 

If you paid less than £5,000, the 
solicitor wouldn’t be entitled to recover 
his/her costs from the other side so you 
may wish to pursue the matter yourself 
through the small claims court rather 
than paying a solicitor. 

If you have home contents insurance 
you may have free legal expense cover 
which means that, providing the panel 
firm of solicitors informs the insurer you 
have above 50% prospects of success, 
they’ll act for you for free even if your 
loss is not above £5,000.

Buyer beware – but written 
evidence will help a case 

for misrepresentation

Will taking off his feathers 
make him prone to  

mud fever?


