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Canlclaimforkickinjury?

My horse was

injured recently

by a neighbouring
horse who broke through
some electric fencing and
gotinto his field. My horse
was kicked quite badly
and needed veterinary
attention. The other horse
isaknown escape artist
and his owner had failed
to charge the batteryon
the fencing. 1 think she
should pay atleast some
of the vet’s bills as she was
negligent in allowing her
horse to break into my field,
butsherefuses.ls there
anythinglcando?

Hanna Burton says
The Animals Act 1971
coversdamage to property

aswellas to people, and it seems
arguable thatone of itscriteriais
met either because the horse had
the predisposition to do what it did,
or thatany normal horse might kick
inthe particular circumstances of
two horses being together.

The latter may be more productive
because we would have to show that
the characteristic leading to the
damage, which may not be escaping,
was known to the keeper. Ultimately
thisis a straightforward claimin
negligence, which would hopefully
be covered under the defendant’s
household insurance policy.

The term ‘cold-backed’ is used
<& to describe a horse displaying
2 symptoms of a sensitive

il or painful back
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horse's feet and teeth checked,
toensure thatthere aren'tany

problems here that are causing
knock-on effects.

Prevention
There are measures that canbe
taken to help stop your horse
developing back problems in the
future. Here are the top five:
Have your saddle checked
annually asa horse's shape
can change throughout the
yearand may not be the same as
whenitwasfitted
Always warm up properly
before exercise and
remember to cool down
when you've finished as this
will allow the muscles to adjust
to your weightand help avoid
any damage
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If your horseis particularly
sensitive, tack up and walk
him around for five minutes
before mounting, as this will give
the muscles aheadstartand
ensure he’s comfortable when
yougeton
Always use amounting
block as mounting from
the ground can place extra
stressonthe back. Often, when
ahorse won't stand still for
mounting, it's an indication that
he findsituncomfortable, so
take careasyougeton
When schooling, ensure
you do sufficient work on
bothreins. This will benefit
the whole body, not just the
back, asitwill help your horse to
remain flexible through both
sides of his body
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CHARACTERTYPES
There's always arisk
ofinjury when two
horses ormore

are together
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